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Abstract 
 

 The Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) and the City of Montevallo, Alabama 
contracted the University of South Alabama’s Center for Archaeological Studies (USA-CAS) to 
conduct Phase Ib archaeological research of the Mahler property in the City of Montevallo, 
Shelby County, Alabama. The Mahler property is at 2679 Montevallo Road (Alabama Highway 
119) northeast of Montevallo in the southwest corner of Shelby County.  This property was 
first known as Perry Hall, an antebellum plantation owned by Sion Jacob Perry. In 1946 the 
house and 167 acres were purchased by the Mahler family and it became known as Mahler Farm. 
In 1976 Perry Hall-Mahler Farm was listed on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
In 2013 the Mahler property was donated to the City of Montevallo by Elizabeth “Betty” Mahler, 
with the request that the property be developed into a public park to be called Shoal Creek Park.  
 Phase Ib field investigations by USA-CAS included pedestrian survey and excavation of 
shovel tests. These investigations are a supplemental assessment to a 2015 cultural resources 
survey by the Office of Archaeological Research (OAR) at The University of Alabama. Phase Ib 
fieldwork was conducted on February 24 and 25, 2017 by USA-CAS staff archaeologists and 
numerous volunteers. Seventy shovel tests were excavated at 10.0-meter (32.8-foot) intervals in 
three locations on the Mahler property. Archaeological sites were identified in each of the shovel 
tested areas. 1SH714 (Perry Hall-Mahler Farm House Site) covers the yard around the ca. 1834 
house, where a moderate amount of historic-period artifacts and a few prehistoric artifacts were 
recovered from shovel tests. 1SH715 (possible Slave Quarters site) was identified west of Shoal 
Creek and early to mid-1800s artifacts and prehistoric artifacts were found in shovel tests. 
1SH716 (Shoal Creek Site #1) covers the terrace overlooking Shoal Creek behind the ca. 1834 
house and consists primarily of prehistoric lithics, such as flake debitage and a few chipped stone 
tool fragments. Each of the three sites is considered potentially eligible for nomination for 
inclusion to the NRHP based on Criterion D; the site has yielded and has the potential to yield 
information important to prehistory and/or history. It is recommended that the sites be avoided by 
any construction for development of Shoal Creek Park. If avoidance is not an option, Phase II 
archaeological testing is recommended to determine NRHP status at each site. A fourth area was 
examined by pedestrian survey and four prehistoric flakes were found on the ground surface, but 
due to time constraints this location was not shovel tested.  

In 2015 a Historic Structures Report of the extant 1834 house and four outbuildings that 
no longer stand was conducted by Schneider Historic Preservation, LLC, and Christy/Cobb 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. (Schneider and Cobb 2015).  This study documented the ca. 1834 
house, two animal barns, a hay barn, equipment shed, pump house, and a small cemetery on the 
Mahler property. Four of the five outbuildings have since been demolished. The Historic 
Structures Report does not provide recommendations as to the potential eligibility of the Perry 
Hall-Mahler Farmhouse for nomination to the NRHP.  
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CHAPTER 1: The Mahler Property Phase Ib Archaeological Research Project  

 
 The Alabama Historical Commission and the City of Montevallo, Alabama contracted the 

University of South Alabama’s Center for Archaeological Studies (USA-CAS) to conduct a 

Phase Ib archaeological research of the Mahler property in the City of Montevallo, Shelby 

County, Alabama. The Mahler property is located in Township 22 South, Range 3 West, Section 

15 as shown on the Montevallo and Alabaster, Alabama USGS 7.5' series topographic 

quadrangles and an aerial photograph  (Figures 1 and 2). The Mahler property is at 2679 

Montevallo Road (Alabama Highway 119), about 1.0 mile northeast of Montevallo in the 

southwest corner of Shelby County. The ca. 1834 house on the northwest side of Montevallo 

Road is the only main building that still stands on the Mahler property, and is surrounded by 

grasslands, pastures, and woodlands along Shoal Creek (Figure 3).  

 This property was first known as Perry Hall, an antebellum plantation owned by Sion 

Jacob Perry and the home of his wife Sarah and 11 children. In 1946 167 acres of Perry land was 

purchased by the Mahler family, the ca. 1834 house was renovated, and it became known as 

Mahler Farm (Figure 4). In 1976 Perry Hall (then known as Shoal Creek Farm, Inc.) was listed 

on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. In 2013 the Mahler property was donated 

to the City of Montevallo by Elizabeth “Betty” Mahler, with the request that the property be 

developed into a public park to be called Shoal Creek Park. The non-profit corporation Shoal 

Creek Park Foundation was established in late 2015 to oversee park development. 

 Phase Ib field investigations by USA-CAS included pedestrian survey and excavation of 

70 shovel tests on the Mahler property. These investigations are a supplemental assessment to a 

2016 cultural resources survey by the Office of Archaeological Research (OAR) at The 

University of Alabama (Thompson 2015). The lead agency for this Phase Ib archaeological 

research project is the National Park Service (NPS), US Department of the Interior, in 

compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, 

amended in 2006. The 2017 Phase Ib investigations were conducted in compliance with Alabama 

Historical Commission (AHC) guidelines for evaluation of any significant archaeological sites or 

structures in terms of criteria for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

(USDI 1991).  
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• Criterion A: A property is associated with a specific event in American prehistory or history, or 
pattern of events that make a significant contribution to the development of a community, a 
state, or the nation.  

• Criterion B: A property is associated with a significant individual within a historical context.  
• Criterion C: A property is significant for its physical design or construction including 

distinctive architectural characteristics of type, period, or method of construction.  
• Criterion D: A property has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to 

prehistory or history. 
 
 

Phase Ib fieldwork was conducted on February 24 and 25, 2017 by USA-CAS staff 

archaeologists Traci Cunningham, Anne Dorland, and Bonnie Gums, assisted by Lori Sawyer, 

under the direction of USA-CAS director Dr. Gregory A Waselkov, who served as Principal 

Investigator. Numerous local volunteers helped, including City of Montevallo Mayor Hollie 

Cost, her husband Andy Cost and her parents Sherrie and Joe Campbell, City Clerk Herman 

Lehman, and the Mayor’s assistant Lydia Godwin.  University of Montevallo professors, staff, 

and students included Joel Bullock (Library Cataloging Assistant and Drawing instructor), Dr. 

Jim Day (Professor of History), Carey Heatherly (Reference Librarian and Archivist) and his 

daughter  Eva Heathery, graduate student Heather Bishop Calvert, and History majors Gracie 

Sproull and Sara Walley, Other volunteers were Terry and Sarah Arnold, Philip Busby and his 

sons Lane Busby and Tucker Busby, Blake Forrest Lovett, Phillip Jackson, and Dee Woodham 

(Shoal Creek Park Foundation). 

 Seventy shovel tests were excavated at 10.0-meter (32.8-foot) intervals in three locations 

on the Mahler property during this Phase Ib archaeological survey and research. Three new 

archaeological sites were identified in each of the shovel tested areas. 1SH714 (Perry Hall-

Mahler Farm House Site) covers the yard around the ca. 1834 house. A moderate amount of 

historic-period artifacts and a few prehistoric artifacts were recovered from shovel tests. 1SH715 

(possible Slave Quarters site) was identified west of Shoal Creek and early to mid-1800s artifacts 

and prehistoric artifacts were found in shovel tests. 1SH716 (Shoal Creek Site #1) covers the 

terrace overlooking Shoal Creek behind the ca. 1834 house and consists of prehistoric lithics, 

such as flake debitage and a few chipped stone tool fragments.  A fourth area was examined by 

pedestrian survey and four prehistoric flakes were found on the ground surface, but due to time 

constraints this location was not shovel tested.  
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A Historic Structures Report conducted in 2015 by Schneider Historic Preservation, LLC 

and Christy/Cobb Consulting Engineers, Inc. documented the ca. 1834 house, two animal barns, a 

hay barn, equipment shed, pump house, and a small cemetery on the Mahler property (Schneider 

and Cobb 2015).   

 
Figure 1. Mahler 167‐acre property shown on USGS Montevallo and Alabaster, Ala., 7.5’ series 
topographic quadrangles.  
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Figure 2. Mahler 167‐acre property location on an aerial photograph.  
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Figure 3. Mahler 167‐acre property and surrounding features on an aerial photograph.  
 

Figure 4.  Ca. 1946 photographs of Perry Hall (Janice Mahler Family Scrapbooks, Milner Archives 
and Special Collections, University of Montevallo).  
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Proposed Development of Shoal Creek Park 

  The 167-acre Mahler property was donated in 2013 by Elizabeth “Betty” Mahler to the 

City of Montevallo for use as a city park to be named Shoal Creek Park. In late 2015 the non-

profit corporation Shoal Creek Park Foundation was established to oversee park development. 

Most of the park will remain in its natural state with existing and proposed hiking trails with 

scenic views of Shoal Creek. A gravel parking lot for 50 vehicles has been constructed about 

175.0 feet (50.0 meters) from the historic house. A pavilion, restroom facilities and signage for 

the hiking trails are planned, with ideas for recreational and educational uses to be developed, 

and the historic house will be refurbished for public use.   

 

Environmental Setting and Mahler Property Description 

 The Mahler property is located in the Cahaba Valley district of the Alabama Valley and 

Ridge physiographic region, part of the larger Appalachian Highlands, which is characterized by 

nearly level or gently sloping landforms of sandstone ridges and fertile limestone valleys. The 

Cahaba River is nearly 200.0 miles long with it headwaters near Birmingham in Shelby County. 

It flows south-southwest and joins the Alabama River in Dallas County. Cahaba Valley soils 

include gravel, sand, and clay, with chert and sandstone outcropping on the ridges. Shoal Creek 

and its relatively wide floodplain meanders roughly north-south and enters Little Cahaba River 

about 5.0 miles southwest of Montevallo. Other creeks in the vicinity include Spring Creek and 

Dry Creek to the east, Mayberry and Little Mayberry creeks to the west, and Davis Creek to the 

northwest. The Cahaba River Valley is about 10.0 miles to the west.  

 The Mahler property is located at 2679 Montevallo Road (aka State Highway 119) about 

1.0 mile northeast of the City of Montevallo (Figure 4). Montevallo Road is a main north-south 

road that connects the towns and rural communities in southwestern Shelby County, northeastern 

Chilton County and eastern Bibb County. Much of this region of central Alabama is rural and is 

mostly forests and pasture land. The metropolitan sprawl of the City of Birmingham (population 

around 212,000) is less than 10.0 miles to the north.  Attractions in the Montevallo area include 

the University of Montevallo, a liberal arts college with 3,000 students; an educational institution 

called American Village; and the 480-acre Alabama National Cemetery established in 2009. 

Cahaba River Wildlife Management Area is 5.0 miles north-northwest and Talladega National 

Forest is 16.0 miles southwest.  
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 The 167-acre Mahler property is mostly open pasture land with woods in the northwest 

corner and along Shoal Creek, which cuts through the east half of the property. Most of the 

Mahler property, about 132.0 acres including the Perry Hall-Mahler Farm House, lies northwest 

of Montevallo Road with about 35.0 acres of pasture to the southeast of the highway. The ca. 

1834 Perry Hall-Mahler Farm house is near the center of the east half of the property. Four 

outbuildings (including two animal barns, an equipment shed, and a pump house) once stood a 

short distance north and northwest of the house on the terrace overlooking Shoal Creek 

(Schneider and Cobb 2015).  A small cemetery with one marked gravestone and other unmarked 

possible gravestones lies in the extreme northeast corner of the Mahler property.  

 
Figure 5. Façade of the ca. 1834 house on the Mahler property.  
 

 
Figure 6. Back of the ca. 1834 house showing the rear addition and garage.  
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 Topography on the Mahler property consists of flat to gently sloping landforms including 

Shoal Creek floodplain with slightly higher terraces above the creek. Shoal Creek flows through 

the east half of the Mahler property and an unnamed tributary of cuts through the center of the 

west half of the property. Today a log footbridge cut from an American  chestnut tree crosses 

Shoal Creek just west of the house (Figures 9 and 10). According to Elizabeth “Betty” Mahler, 

this old log bridge was originally where the ca. 1947 bridge for Montevallo Road over Shoal 

Creek is now, and the log bridge was moved after the Mahlers bought the farm in 1946 to its 

current location (Arnold 2015:17).  

 

 
Figure 7. View to the northwest of Shoal Creek on the Mahler property.  
 

 
Figure 8. View to the northeast of exposed rocks along Shoal Creek on the Mahler property. 
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Figure 9. Post‐1946 photograph of the log bridge over Shoal Creek (Janice Mahler Family 
Scrapbooks, Milner Archives and Special Collections, University of Montevallo).  

 

 
Figure 10. Archaeology volunteers Lori Sawyer and Terry Arnold at the old log bridge over Shoal 
Creek, March 2017. 
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 Elevation on the Mahler property is about 420.0 feet (128.0 meters) above mean sea 

level, reaching 500.0 feet (152.0 meters) above mean sea level on two ridges in the northwest 

corner of the property. Soils on the Mahler property are primarily part of the Tupelo-Dewey 

complex, and include Tupelo loam and Dewey clay loam (Stevens 1984; USDA 2017). Soil 

located on the three archaeological sites is Tupelo loam, which is very deep, somewhat poorly 

drained, frequently flooded soil found on low stream terraces and upland flats of the Cahaba 

Valley district. Tupelo loam is primarily used for pasture and hay cultivation, and in some areas 

corn, soybeans, sorghum, and other grains can be grown.  On the ridges in the northwest corner 

of the Mahler property are soils from the Townley-Sunlight complex.  

 
Figure 11. View to the north‐northeast of terrace south of Shoal Creek and behind the ca. 1834 
house on the Mahler property.  
 

 
Figure 12. View to the south of the floodplain on the west side of Shoal Creek on the Mahler 
property.  



 

11 
 

CHAPTER 2: Background Research 

 This research involved a review of nearby archaeological sites and a historic structures 

report for the Mahler property, an examination of relevant historic maps, documentation of 

historic properties in the vicinity, and a review of written histories of the Mahler property and the 

families who lived there.   

 

Known Archaeological Sites in the Vicinity of the Mahler Property  

 A search of the Alabama State Site File (ASSF 2017) conducted by Bonnie Gums on 

February 23, 2017 indicated there were no previously recorded archaeological sites in the Mahler 

property. Thirteen archaeological sites, 1SH506, 1SH507, 1SH508, 1SH509, 1SH510, 1SH511, 

1SH512, 1SH513, 1SH521, 1SH570, 1SH571, 1SH573, and 1SH634, are located within a 1.0-

mile (1.6-km) radius of the Mahler property (ASSF 2017). Ten of these sites are located to the 

north along or near Shoal Creek and its unnamed tributaries and two sites are to the northeast 

along another unnamed tributary of Shoal Creek near Montevallo Road (State Highway 119). 

Seven sites date to the prehistoric period, four are from the historic period and two sites have 

both prehistoric and historic components.  

Table 1. Archaeological sites within a 1.0‐mile (1.6‐km) radius of the Mahler property. 
S

ite 
Cultural Component  Description  N

RHP 
1

SH506 
Unknown prehistoric  Sparse lithic scatter N

o 
1

SH507 
Unknown prehistoric  Dense lithic scatter Y

es 
1

SH508 
Unknown prehistoric  Sparse lithic scatter N

o 
1

SH509 
Unknown prehistoric  Sparse lithic scatter N

o 
1

SH510 
Unknown prehistoric  Sparse lithic scatter N

o 
1

SH511 
Unknown prehistoric  Sparse lithic scatter N

o 
1

SH512 
Historic  Structural  remains  of  a  mill  in  Shoal 

Creek 
Y

es 
1

SH513 
Unknown prehistoric,19th‐20th 

century 
Lithic  scatter  and  remains  of  two 

farmhouses 
N

o 
1

SH521 
19th‐20th century  Structural remains of a farmhouse  N

o 
1

SH570 
Late Woodland to Mississippian Dense lithic scatter Y

es 
1

SH571 
19th‐20th century  Farmhouse site Y

es 
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1
SH573 

Unknown  prehistoric,  19th 
century 

Sparse lithic scatter and farmhouse site N
o 

1
SH634 

20th century  Refuse dump N
o 

 

  Sites 1SH506 through 1SH513 were recorded by MACTEC in 2005 during an 

environmental assessment for a proposed Department of Veterans Affairs National Cemetery, 

now known as Alabama National Cemetery (MACTEC 2006). All of these sites were revisited in 

2007 by USA-CAS during a cultural resource assessment of a 472-acre alternative tract for the 

National Cemetery (Stieber 2007), and Phase II testing was conducted at 1SH513 in 2008 by 

USA-CAS (Potts 2008).  

1SH506 was originally recorded as a sparse scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace above Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 

surface and shovel tests included one oolitic limestone flakes and two chert flakes. No additional 

artifacts were recovered on the surface or in shovel tests during the 2007 revisit (Stieber 2007). 

Based on the paucity of artifacts, 1SH506 is not considered eligible for the NRHP and no further 

work was recommended at site 1SH506 (Stieber 2007:10).  

1SH507 was originally recorded as a dense scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace north of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 

surface and shovel tests included a broken biface, a chert scraper, 99 flakes of agate, chert jasper, 

oolitic limestone, and quartz. During the 2007 revisit, 19 of 35 shovel tests yielded artifacts 

including two broken bifaces, a ground sandstone fragment, 42 flakes, and 4 pieces of shatter 

(Stieber 2007). Lithic materials consist of chert, Fort Payne chert, and quartz. Based on 

subsurface integrity and high density of artifacts, 1SH507 is considered potentially eligible for 

the NRHP and Phase II testing was recommended (Stieber 2007:12-13). 

1SH508 was originally recorded as a sparse scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace west of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 

surface and shovel tests included one chert biface and four chert flakes. During the 2007 revisit, 

only five of 23 shovel tests yielded artifacts including 12 chert flakes. Based on the paucity of 

artifacts and lack of diagnostics, 1SH508 is not considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and 

no further work was recommended (Stieber 2007:16). 

1SH509 was originally recorded as a sparse scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace west of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 
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surface and shovel tests included four chert flakes. During the 2007 revisit, only five of 13 

shovel tests yielded artifacts, including five flakes. Based on the paucity of artifacts and lack of 

diagnostics, 1SH509 is not considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and no further work was 

recommended (Stieber 2007:18-19). 

1SH510 was originally recorded as a sparse scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace south of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 

surface and shovel tests included one chert flake and two oolitic limestone flakes. During the 

2007 revisit, no artifacts were recovered from seven shovel tests.  Based on the lack of artifacts, 

1SH510 is not considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and no further work was 

recommended (Stieber 2007:21-22). 

1SH511 was originally recorded as a sparse scatter of prehistoric lithics of unknown 

cultural affiliation on a terrace south of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts recovered from the 

surface and shovel tests included 10 chert flakes. During the 2007 revisit, only one of nine shovel 

tests yielded a chert flake. Based on the paucity of artifacts, 1SH511 is not considered potentially 

eligible for the NRHP and no further work was recommended (Stieber 2007:25). 

1SH512 was recorded as a historic-period mill with structural remains on both sides of 

Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). An earthenware pot was found on the surface but no artifacts were 

recovered from three shovel tests. During the 2007 revisit, two bricks were found in Shoal Creek, 

but no artifacts were recovered from five shovel tests. The structural remains consist of wood 

cribbing in Shoal Creek and a stone wall running perpendicular to Shoal Creek from the creek to 

a dirt road. There are several outbuildings in the near vicinity of the mill, as well as a house on 

top of a ridge. It is not yet determined whether these structures are associated with the mill. Site 

1SH512 is considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and Phase II testing was recommended 

if the site cannot be avoided during development of the cemetery (Stieber 2007:27-28). 

1SH513 was recorded as a historic-period site with two farm houses and two outbuildings 

along an unnamed dirt road north of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). The structures were dated to the 

mid to late nineteenth century, but there was no mention of artifacts from site. During the 2007 

revisit, Structure 1 was a partially collapsed house and Structure 2 was still standing. Five of the 

12 shovel tests excavated around Structure 1 yielded artifacts including three clear and aqua 

glass fragments, two pieces of tar roofing shingle, and an electrical plug prong. None of the five 

shovel tests excavated around Structure 2 yielded artifacts. Based on the partially intact 
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structures, 1SH513 was considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and Phase II testing was 

recommended if the site cannot be avoided during development of the cemetery (Stieber 

2007:27-28). Phase II testing  conducted in 2008 by USA-CAS consisted of excavation of 248 

shovel tests, two test units, and a pit feature, and historical research and documentation of the 

structural remains at the site (Potts 2008). It was determined, based on results of Phase II 

archaeological testing and structure documentation, that the site is not considered potentially 

eligible for the NRHP and no further work was recommended. (Potts 2008:29). 

1SH521 was described as an intact brick foundation and a well from a late nineteenth-

century farm (ASSF 2017). The site was revisited in 2009 by Brandon Thompson of OAR during 

a survey for two proposed parking lots at American Village. Historic-period artifacts, including 

whiteware, windowpane glass, brick fragments, and a nail, were recovered from three of six 

shovel tests. Based on the paucity of artifacts, 1SH521 is not considered potentially eligible for 

the NRHP and no further work was recommended (Thompson 2009a). 

Sites 1SH570, 1SH571, and 1SH573 were recorded by USA-CAS during an additional 

survey for the proposed National Cemetery (Stieber 2007).  1SH570 was described as a large and 

dense scatter of prehistoric lithics along an unnamed tributary of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). 

Artifacts were recovered from 27 of the 48 shovel tests and included one chert Madison point 

dating from the Late Woodland to Mississippi period (AD 500-1550) and 61 flakes. Fifty-eight 

flakes and pieces of shatter were found on the surface of a dirt road that cuts through the site. 

Based on subsurface integrity, the large number of artifacts, and the diagnostic Madison point, 

1SH570 is considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and Phase II testing is recommended at 

site 1SH570 if the site cannot be avoided during development of the cemetery (Stieber 2007:39). 

1SH571 was described as an artifact scatter and historic structure site including possible 

brick chimney remains along an unnamed tributary of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts 

including ceramics, bottle glass, and a nail were recovered from five of the 14 shovel tests. 

Based on structural remains and diagnostic historic-period artifacts, 1SH571 is considered 

potentially eligible for the NRHP and Phase II testing is recommended at this site 1SH571 

(Stieber 2007:43). 

1SH573 was described as an artifact scatter of prehistoric flakes and historic-period 

artifacts along an unnamed tributary of Shoal Creek (ASSF 2017). Artifacts including five 

flakes, one whiteware sherd, and a nail were recovered from four of the 13 shovel tests. Based on 
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the lack of subsurface integrity and the paucity of artifacts, 1SH573 is not considered eligible for 

the NRHP and no further work is recommended (Stieber 2007:47).  

 Site 1SH634 was identified in 2009 by Brandon Thompson of OAR during a survey of a 

proposed landscape buffer at  American Village. It was described as a historic-period refuse 

scatter consisting of glass and wire nail fragments from the early twentieth century recovered 

from the surface and two of the four shovel tests. Based on the paucity of artifacts and lack of 

diagnostics, 1SH634 is not considered potentially eligible for the NRHP and no further work was 

recommended (Thompson 2009b). 

Previous Cultural Resources Survey on the Mahler Property 

 In September 2015, a cultural resources survey of part of the Maher property was 

conducted by OAR at the University of Alabama, under the direction of OAR Director Matthew 

Gage (Thompson 2015). Survey Area 1 consisted of 12.0 acres northwest of Montevallo Road 

that is nearly surrounded by Shoal Creek and contains the ca. 1834 house and four outbuildings 

(since demolished), as well as pasture with tree lines and woods along the creek. Survey Area 2 

consisted of 32.5 acres of pasture with tree lines southeast of Montevallo Road.  

 Eight-four shovel tests were excavated at 30.0-meter intervals to depths of about 25.0 cm 

in the two survey areas, and no artifacts were recovered. Soil stratigraphy in shovel tests was 

described as “extremely disturbed and shallow subsurface environment, and all were negative for 

cultural material recovery” (Thompson 2015:17). OAR documented the ca. 1834 house and ca. 

1947 outbuildings on the Mahler property and a ca. 1947 bridge on Montevallo Road over Shoal 

Creek. Neither the Perry Hall-Mahler Farm complex or the bridge was considered potentially 

eligible for nomination to the NRHP (Thompson 2015:iii).  

 

Historic Structures Report 

An architectural study of the ca. 1834 house and outbuildings on the Mahler property was 

completed in 2015 by Schneider Historic Preservation, LLC, and Christy/Cobb Consulting 

Engineers, Inc. (Schneider and Cobb 2015).  This study documented the house, two animal barns, 

a hay barn, equipment shed, pump house, and a small cemetery on the Mahler property.  This 

report  provides a historical context using US federal census records, land records and property  

deeds, a Perry family history written in 1973 (de Shazo 1973), a Mahler family history written in 

2015 (Arnold 2015), and Ancestry.com.   
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Physical descriptions of the buildings and the landscape of the Mahler property are 

provided, including architectural details and floor plans, types of construction materials, and the 

developmental history of renovations to the ca. 1834 house. Also provided is an assessment of 

the current condition of the house and recommendations for general maintenance and restoration 

in compliance with federal standards. The five outbuildings are briefly described and shown in 

photographs. These outbuildings have since been demolished since they were considered 

unstable and dangerous. This historic structures report does not provide recommendations as to 

the potential eligibility of the Perry Hall-Mahler Farm house for nomination to the NRHP. 

 

Historic Map Research 

 A search of the Historic Maps Archives, early USGS topographic quadrangles (1937-

present), and historical aerial photographs maintained by the University of Alabama (Alabama 

Maps 2017), disclosed no previously existing structures other than ca. 1834 house located on the 

Mahler property.  

 The 1837 map of Alabama by John La Tourrette shows great detail for such an early map 

and includes towns, roads, houses, mills, ironworks, stores, rivers, creeks and other landscape 

features (Alabama Maps 2017). The La Tourrette map shows the road that became Montevallo 

Road, and later Alabama Highway 119, leading north from the town of Montevallo. Perry Hall is 

not shown, as are other houses along this road and other roads, although the general consensus is 

it was built around 1834 (Figure 13). The 1917 soil map for Shelby County and the 1937 County 

Highway map both show the house first known as Perry Hall (Figures 15 and 16). 
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Figure 13. Portion of the 1837 map of Alabama by John La Tourrette showing Montevallo Road 
(later Alabama Highway 119) leading north out of the town of Montevallo (Alabama Maps 
2017). 

 
Figure 14. Portion of the 1917 soil survey map of Shelby County showing the house at Perry 
Hall‐Mahler Farm on Montevallo Road (later Alabama Highway 119) (Alabama Maps 2017). 
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Figure 15. Portion of the 1937 Shelby County Highway Map showing the house at Perry Hall‐
Mahler Farm on Montevallo Road (later Alabama Highway 119) (Alabama Maps 2017). 
Historic Properties Research 

A search of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the National Historical 

Landmarks Program (NHL), maintained by the National Park Service (NPS 2017a; 2017b), 

revealed no NRHP or NHL properties within a 1.0-mile (1.6-km) radius of the Mahler property. 

A search of the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage (ARLH) list provided by the 

Alabama Historical Commission (2017) shows that the ca. 1834 Perry Hall farmhouse was listed 

in 1976, but no ARLH properties are within 1.0 mile (1.6 km) of the Mahler property.  

 

Brief History of Perry Hall 

 The history of the Sion Jacob Perry family and their plantation in Shelby County was first 

documented in 1973 by Thomas E. de Shazo, much of which is based on an undated letter 

written by Mary Davis, daughter of Sion Jacob Perry III. Other written sources include a 2014 

paper titled “Perry Hall to Shoal Creek Farm: A Brief History of One of Montevallo’s Oldest 

Farmsteads” by University of Montevallo history student Forrest Blake Lovett. David Schneider 

and Lowell Christy present a good summary of the Perry and Mahler families in their 2015 
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Historic Structures Report. Using these sources, a brief summary of the Perry family is presented 

here.  

 Perry Hall. The town that became Montevallo was first known as Wilson’s Hill around 

1815, and by 1826 the name was officially changed to Montevallo. It is generally said that the 

two-story Perry Hall was built around 1834 on the 800 acres the Sion Jacob Perry had purchased 

in 1824. By 1840 Sion Jacob and his wife Sarah had 10 children. The land was used to grow 

cotton, and the farm had orchards, vineyards, vegetable gardens, poultry, dairy cows, and hogs 

(de Shazo 1973:4).  Based on US Federal censuses, the Perry family had 12 slaves in 1850 and 

16 slaves in 1860 (Schneider and Cobb 2015:6-7). Sarah Perry died in 1854 and Scion Jacob 

Perry died in 1880. The farm remained in the family and was turned into rental property in the 

early 1900s. In 1946 the remaining 167 acres were sold to the Mahler family, who renovated the 

old house and farmed the land for nearly half a century.   

 Montevallo resident Terry G. Arnold wrote an eloquent history of the Mahler family after 

interviewing the last family member Elizabeth “Betty” Mahler in December 2014 and January 

2015. Betty Mahler died in October 2015. Mr. Arnold’s work is presented with his permission in 

the following chapter.  
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CHAPTER 3: Mahler Family: 20th-century Pioneers by Terry G. Arnold 
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CHAPTER 4: Phase Ib Archaeological Survey  

 
Field and Laboratory Methods  

  Three areas of the Mahler property north of State Highway 119 were chosen for the 

Phase Ib shovel testing: (1) the yard around the ca. 1834 Perry Hall-Mahler Farm house; (2) a 

level area on the west side of Shoal Creek, possibly the location of slave quarters during the early 

years of Perry Hall; and (3) the terrace behind the house along Shoal Creek.; and a fourth area, a 

small bare spot where an equipment shed once stood, was also examined with a pedestrian 

walkover, but was not shovel tested due to time constraints (Figure 16).   

 The Phase Ib shovel test survey was designed to intensively examine the yard around the 

ca. 1834 Perry Hall-Mahler Farm house to identify possible historic-period deposits, middens, 

and features, such as buried structural remains. The physiographic characteristics of the Mahler 

property along Shoal Creek and the presence of numerous prehistoric archaeological sites nearby 

indicate that prehistoric sites could also be found on the Mahler property. Because of the high 

probability a site might be found, shovel tests were excavated at 10.0-meter intervals. Shovel 

tests were dug with a round-point shovel into subsoil at various depths below surface. Excavated 

soil was screened through ¼-inch hardware cloth. Soil profiles were measured and recorded 

using the Munsell Soil Color Charts (1994). Soil from shovel tests was subsequently backfilled. 

Pedestrian survey was conducted wherever the ground surface was visible.  

 Laboratory work involved processing and inventory of collected artifacts from Phase Ib 

shovel tests and surface collections, interpretations of field investigations, and preparation of this 

report providing results and recommendations. Site forms were completed and site numbers 

1SH714, 1SH715, and 1SH716 were assigned by the Alabama State Site File (Appendix A). 

Results of Phase Ib Archaeological Research 

 On February 24 and 25, 2017 USA-CAS staff members Traci Cunningham, Anne 

Dorland,  and Bonnie Gums (Field Supervisor), assisted by USA-CAS volunteer Lori Sawyer 

and numerous local volunteers conducted a Phase Ib archaeological shovel test survey of three 

areas of the Mahler property. There was little surface visibility in most of the surveyed areas due 

to grassy yards and pasture with dense ground vegetation (Figures 17 and 18). Surface visibility 

was nearly 100 percent in two bare areas on the terrace above Shoal Creek where an animal barn 

and equipment shed once stood; both outbuildings were  demolished in 2016 (Figure 19).  
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Figure 16. Phase Ib project map showing archaeological sites 1SH714, 1SH715, and 1SH716 and 
a lithic scatter Mahler property north of State Highway 119.  
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Figure 17. Surface visibility on site 1SH714 in the front yard of the ca. 1834 house along 
Montevallo Road on the Mahler property.  
 

 
Figure 18. Surface visibility on site 1SH715 on the west side of Shoal Creek on the Mahler 
property.  

 
Figure 19. Surface visibility at site 1SH716 on the terrace behind the ca. 1834 house on the 
Mahler property. 
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 Seventy shovel tests were excavated at 10.0-meter (32.8-foot) intervals in three locations 

on the Mahler property (see Figure 16; Figure 20). Archaeological sites 1SH714, 1SH715, and 

1SH716 were identified in each of the three shovel tested areas. 1SH714 (Perry Hall-Mahler 

Farm House site) covers the yard around the ca. 1834 house. In addition to a moderate amount of 

historic-period artifacts a few prehistoric artifacts were also recovered from shovel tests. 1SH715 

(possible Slave Quarters site) was identified on the level area west of Shoal Creek, and early to 

mid-1800s artifact and prehistoric artifacts were found in shovel tests at this site. 1SH716 (Shoal 

Creek Site #1) covers the large higher terrace overlooking Shoal Creek and behind the ca. 1834 

house. This site consists of prehistoric lithics, such as flake debitage from the production of stone 

tools and a few chipped stone tool fragments. A fourth area was examined by pedestrian survey 

and four prehistoric flakes were found on the ground surface, but due to time constraints this 

location was not shovel tested.  

 

 
Figure 20. Shovel testing crew.  
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Site 1SH714 (Perry Hall-Mahler Farm House Site) 

 The Perry Hall-Mahler Farm House site consists of the front, back, and side yards around 

the historic house on the Mahler property. To the north and west is pasture, to the south is a ditch 

along Montevallo Road, and on the west side is a driveway. The site measures about 55.0 by 

70.0 meters (180.0 by 230.0 feet) in size and covers the entire fenced yard around the house. 

OAR did not excavate shovel tests around the house during their 2015 cultural resources survey 

(Thompson 2015; Figure 2). 

 Twenty-eight shovel tests were excavated in the open grassy yards, 18 of which 

contained historic-period artifacts (Figures 21-23). Eight pieces of prehistoric worked stone were 

recovered from six shovel tests. In general, soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH714 consisted 

a dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam (10YR 3/3) of a very dark brown sandy loam 

topsoil (10YR 2/2) overlying strong brown sandy clay loam subsoil (7.5YR 4/6) (Figure 24).  

Artifacts were recovered to depths of about 30.0 cm.  

 
Figure 21. Anne Dorland and Terry and Sarah Arnold shovel testing in the front yard of the ca. 
1834 house at site 1SH714. 
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Figure 22. Shovel testing in the front yard of the ca. 1834 house at site 1SH714. 
 

 
Figure23. Excavation of Shovel Test 1 in the backyard of the ca. 1834 house at site 1SH714. 

 

 
Figure 24. Shovel Test 1 excavated at site 1SH714. 
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Table 2. Representative sample of soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH714.  
Shovel 

Test 
Depth (cm)  Description 

 
1 

Backyar
d 

0‐5 
5‐21 
21‐31 
31‐41+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
10YR 2/2, very dark brown sandy clay loam topsoil                     
10YR 4/3 brown sandy clay topsoil  
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam subsoil 
Historic artifacts 

3 
Backyar
d 

0‐4 
4‐12 
12‐25 
25‐35+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
10YR 2/2, very dark brown sandy clay loam topsoil                     
10YR 4/3 brown sandy clay topsoil  
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam subsoil 
Historic artifacts 

9 
West 

Yard 

0‐5 
5‐20 
20‐30+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
10YR 2/2, very dark brown sandy clay loam topsoil                     
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy  clay loam subsoil 
No recovery 

12 
East 

Yard 

0‐5 
5‐21 
21‐30 
30‐35+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
10YR 2/2, very dark brown sandy clay loam topsoil                     
10YR 4.3 brown sandy clay topsoil  
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam subsoil 
Historic artifacts 

22 
Front 

Yard 

0‐4 
4‐12 
12‐25+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
10YR 2/2, very dark brown sandy clay loam topsoil                     
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam subsoil 
No recovery 

 
Table 3. Prehistoric artifacts from shovel tests at 1SH714.  

S 
Sho

vel Test 
Description

t. 
W

t. (g) 
1  Flake, white quartz 1

.9 
8  Flake, white quartz

Flake, yellow quartz 
0

.2
1

.8 

2 
12  Biface midsection, white quartz

Chunk/shatter, white quartz 
1

.5
0

.3 

4 
14  Flake, white quartz 0

.3 

5 
15  Chunk/shatter, Coastal Plain chert 1

.6 

7 
17  Flake, Fort Payne chert 0

.3 
 

 A large amount of historic artifacts relating to the Perry Hall-Mahler Farm and a few 

prehistoric artifacts were recovered from shovel tests at 1SH714 (Figure 25; Tables 3 and 4). 
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Eight pieces of prehistoric worked stone recovered from six shovel tests include one biface 

midsection (Figure 26a), five flakes, and two pieces of chert chunks or shatter. Identified raw 

materials consist of white and yellow quartz, Fort Payne chert, and Coastal Plain chert. It is 

possible that the few prehistoric lithics found at this site may be associated with the larger lithic 

scatter at 1SH716 on the terrace just north of this site.  

 
 

Table 4. Historic artifacts from shovel tests at 1SH714. 

S 
Sho

vel Test 
Description

t.  t. (g) 
1  Ceramics, 11 whiteware and 1 yellowware

Bottle  and  container  glass,  2  olive  green,  2  aqua,  21  clear,  2 
amber, 1      

     red,  and 1 milk glass 
Clear lamp globe glass 
Clear windowpane glass 
Wire nails 
Corroded nails 
Possible iron knife blade fragment 
Iron strapping 
Brass piece, possible clock part 
Metal threaded  bottle cap 
Unidentified bone 

2 

9 

3.0

4.2

.5

.3

3.4

4.4

2.4

7.5

.0

.6

.2 
2  Ceramics, 14 whiteware, and 2 stoneware

Bottle and container glass, 2 olive green, 11 aqua, 32 clear, 6 
amber, 3  

     milk glass, 2 amethyst, 1 yellow, 1 cobalt blue, and 1 red 
Clear windowpane glass 
Aqua windowpane glass 
Square cut nails 
Wire nails 
Corroded nails 
Iron fence staple 
Brass shoe eyelet 
Shell button 
Brass bullet casing 
Unidentified lead 
Brick fragments 

6 

9 

9 

3 

6 

4.1

3.4

8.7

0.3

2.2

2.3

4.4
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Gray roof slate
Coal  .9

.6

.6

.8

.3

9.4

.2

.3 
3  Ceramics, 1 whiteware and 1 Jackfield

Bottle glass, 3 aqua, 2 clear, and 1 amber 
Square cut nails 
Wire nail  
Corroded nail 
Marine shell 

.0

.5

.8

.2

.6

.3 
5  Bottle glass, clear

Square cut nail  .9

.9 
6  Brick fragments

10.9 
7  Ceramics, 2 whiteware

Bottle glass, 6 clear and 2 cobalt 
Clear windowpane glass 
Wire nail 
Corroded nails 

2.4

.0

.3

.4

.9 
8  Ceramics, 8 whiteware, 2 porcelain and 4 stoneware

Bottle glass, 3 aqua, 4 clear, and 2 amber 
Wire nail 
Corroded nails 
Brick fragments 
Pig tusk 
Peach pit 

4  8.6

2.3

.6

3.1
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5.7

.1

.2 

1 
11  Ceramics, 1 whiteware and 1 stoneware

Bottle glass, 1 clear 
Clear windowpane glass 
Wire nails 
Corroded nails 
Whole brick 
Brick fragments 

1 

.6

.7

.1

1.0

1.2

480.0

7.1 

2 
12  Ceramics, 3 whiteware and 1 stoneware

Bottle glass, 3 clear and 2 amber 
Clear windowpane glass 
Brick bits 

0.7

0.0

.6

.6 

3 
13  Bottle glass, 1 olive green

Clear windowpane glass 
Bird bone 
Seeds or nuts shells 
Hard black rubber 
Coal 

.4

.4

.2

.1

.8

.4 

4 
14  Ceramics, 3 whiteware

Bottle and container glass, 3 amber, 1 clear, and 1 cobalt 
Iron grommet or eyelet 
Iron loop 
Square cut nails 
Brick bit 

.7

.2

.0

.3

.6

.0 
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6 
16  Ceramics, 2 whiteware

Square cut nails 
Wire nail 

.8

.7

.5 

7 
17  Ceramics , 1 whiteware

Bottle glass, 1 clear 
Clear windowpane glass 
Square cut nail 

.6

3.9

.3

.6 

9 
19  Ceramic, 1 whiteware

Bottle glass, 2 aqua  .8

.4 

0 
20  Ceramics, 2 whiteware

Jar glass, 6 clear 
Aqua windowpane glass 
Black plastic 

.4

4.8

.4

.4 

3 
23  Ceramic, 1 stoneware

4.9 

4 
24  Ceramic, 2 whiteware

Porcelain doll head fragment 
Bottle glass, 1 amber 
Clear lamp globe glass 
Brick bits 

.5

.2

.4

.3

.6 

5 
25  Bottle glass, 1 clear

.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



52 
 

 
 
Figure 25. Positive and negative shovel tests at site 1SH714 around the ca. 1834 Perry Hall‐
Mahler Farmhouse.  
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Figure 26. Artifacts from shovel tests at site 1SH714 (a) biface midsection of white quartz; (b) 
green beaded and hanging fern design on a plate rim; (c) alkaline‐glazed stoneware sherd; (d) 
brown‐slipped stoneware sherd; (porcelain doll head fragment; (f) shell button (actual size).   
 
 Historic artifacts were recovered from 18 of the 28 shovel tests excavated around the ca. 

1834 house (Figure 26). Shovel Tests 1 and 2 near the rear of the house addition and garage 

contained the most materials suggesting that artifact middens and features are present in this part 

of the backyard.  Fewer artifacts were found in shovel tests in the front yard. Ceramics (n=64) 

and bottle and container (n=135) were most common, followed by structural materials.  Most of 

the 51 whiteware sherds are plain, but the few decorated examples include blue, red, brown, and 

mulberry transfer prints, blue and green edge-decorated wares (Figure 26b), and painted floral 

and banded designs. Of the nine stoneware sherds, four have alkaline glazes typically used in 

north Alabama potteries (Figure 26c) (Brackner 2006). Two brown-slipped (Figure 26d) and one 

Bristol- slipped stoneware sherds are also present. Most of the recovered ceramics date from the 

late 1800s into the early 1900s. Other artifacts include a porcelain doll head fragment (Figure 

26e), a shell button (Figure 26f), two shoe or boot eyelets, and a few pieces of clear lamp globe 

glass.  

 Most of the bottle and container glass were small nondiagnostic pieces of various colors 

such as olive green, aqua, clear, amber, amethyst, cobalt blue, red, yellow, and milk glass. Four 
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pieces of olive green bottle glass are from the early to mid-1800s. Fragments of at least two glass 

canning jars are present. Structural materials include mostly nails, windowpane glass, and brick 

fragments. The nail assemblage includes 15 square cut nails from the 1800s, 14 wire or round 

nails, and 38 corroded and unidentifiable nails.  

 Based on this Phase Ib survey, site 1SH714 is considered potentially eligible for 

nomination for inclusion to the NRHP based on Criterion D; the site has yielded and has the 

potential to yield information important to history and prehistory. It is recommended that this site be 

avoided by any construction for development of Shoal Creek Park. If avoidance is not an option, 

Phase II archaeological testing is recommended to determine NRHP status. 

Site 1SH715 (Slave Quarters Site) 

 Terry Arnold, long-time local resident and historian pointed out this location to us and 

suggested this may be where the Perry family slaves lived. It has been documented in the US 

Federal censuses that the Perry family had 12 slaves in 1850 and 16 slaves in 1860 (Schneider 

and Cobb 2015:6-7). According to Thomas de Shazo (1973:4) “Quarters for slaves were 

comfortably built and well located” and he remembers the buildings still standing into the 20th 

century.  Mr. Arnold presented several convincing ideas and observations on the location of 

slave quarters based on geographical features:     

• It is immediately across Shoal Creek from the house, a distance probably no more than a 
couple hundred feet, providing both proximity and separation.   

• There is a good ford location linking the site and the immediate house grounds. A 
constructed or worn old road bed leading to the ford also leads directly to the site 
(Figures 27 and 33).    

• The location is level, may be above most floods, and appears to be rock free, making it 
suitable for building and cultivation.    

• There is a cache of stones along a portion of the east edge of the level area.  Those visible 
appear to have been chosen or shaped with relatively flat, rectilinear surfaces as 
foundation stones would require. Present location of the stones would have been a logical 
disposition site for a later farmer clearing rocks out of a field to be cultivated.  Also their 
present location, if they are indeed foundation stones, might give clues to a structure’s 
original location since no farmer moves stones any further than necessary.   

• There is presently a good spring, issuing suddenly from the ground probably not more 
than 300 feet from the stones. Although with the loss of topsoil and incised erosion of 
adjacent watercourses, the spring may now be ephemeral, it seems likely that in the early 
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to middle 19th century it would have been a dependable source of potable water (Figures 
27 and 33).     

 We chose to shovel test this location based on Mr. Arnold’s suggestions. Eleven shovel 

tests in three transects were excavated in the flat open grassy area on the western shore of Shoal 

Creek. A small tributary of Shoal Creek is the south boundary of this location, and open wooded 

areas lie to the west and southwest (Figures 28-31). The site area that was shovel tested measures 

about 35.0 by 35.0 meters (115.0 by 115.0 feet) and the site could extend into the woods to the 

west and southwest. This location was not part of the 2015 cultural resources survey by OAR 

(Thompson 2015: Figure 2). 

 

Figure  27. Old  ford  across  Shoal  Creek  (left)  and  spring  on west  side  of  Shoal  Creek  (right) 
(photographs by Terry Arnold). 
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 In general, soils in the floodplain of Shoal Creek consisted of thicker topsoil than at the 

other two sites west of the creek. Soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH715 consisted of a 

humus layer of dark brown sandy clay loam (10YR 3/3) overlying strong brown sandy clay loam 

topsoil (7.5YR 4/6), followed by yellowish brown sandy clay loam subsoil (10YR 5/6) (Figure 

32; Table 4).  Artifacts were recovered to depths of about 75.0 cm.  

 
Figure 28. Site 1SH715 in a flat open area in the floodplain west of Shoal Creek. 
 

 
Figure 29. Shoal Creek on the west side of site 1SH715. 
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Figure 30. Shovel testing at site 1SH715. 
 

 
Figure 31. Shovel testing at site 1SH715. 
 

 
Figure 32. Shovel Test 60 excavated at site 1SH715. 
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Table 5. Representative sample of soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH715.  
Shovel 

Test 
Depth (cm)  Description  

 
60 

0‐8 
8‐50 
50+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam 
7.5 YR 4/6,strong brown sandy clay loam  topsoil                        
10YR 5/6, yellowish brown sandy clay loam  
Prehistoric and historic artifacts 

66  0‐5 
5‐58 
58+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam 
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam  topsoil                        
10YR 5/6, yellowish brown sandy clay loam  
Prehistoric artifacts 

67  0‐12 
12‐59 
59+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam 
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam  topsoil                        
10YR 5/6, yellowish brown sandy clay loam  
Prehistoric artifacts 

 
68 
 

0‐10 
10‐45 
45‐64+ 

 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam 
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam  topsoil                        
10YR 5/6, yellowish brown sandy clay loam subsoil 
Prehistoric and historic artifacts 

 
Table 6. Prehistoric and historic artifacts from shovel tests at 1SH715.  

S 
Sho

vel Test 
Description 

t. 
W

t. (g) 
60  Madison point, brown chert 

Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake, off‐white chert 
Flake, light gray chert 
Chert chunk/shatter 
Unidentified flat iron 

2
.49

0
.50

1
.87

0
.39

1
.77

0
.52 

61  Sand‐tempered plain sherd 
Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake, dark red chert 
Flake, Coastal Plain chert 
Square cut nail, 8d 
Aqua flat glass 

1
.23

4
.36

0
.20

0
.23

0
.32

4
.28

1
.48 

62  Flake, Citronelle Gravel 
Square cut nail 
Clear flat glass 

0
.52

1
.94

2
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.03 
63  Flake, Coastal Plain chert  0

.31 
65  Olive green bottle glass 

Clear flat glass 
Square cut nails, 1=4d 

0
.54

0
.18

9
.12 

66  Flakes, Bangor chert  0
.70 

67  Flakes, Bangor chert 
Ground sandstone fragment 
Clear glass 

0
.98

6
2.51

0
.54 

 
68 
 

Flake, Fort Payne chert 
Flake pink chert 
Chert chunk/shatter 
Porcelain, base from child’s toy tea set 
Salt‐glazed stoneware 
Square cut nail 

0
.63

0
.28

2
2.69

0
.77

1
.89

1
4.33 

69  Ground greenstone celt or axe fragment 
Amethyst bottle glass 

7
.35

3
.15 

0 
70  Clear bottle glass 0

.33 
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Figure 33. Positive and negative shovel tests at site 1SH715, with approximate locations of a 
ford across Shoal Creek and a springhead.   
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Figure 34. Prehistoric artifacts from shovel tests at site 1SH715: (a) Madison point; (b) sand‐
tempered pottery sherd; (c) yellow quartz flake; (d) fragment of a groundstone axe or celt 
(actual size).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 35. Square cut nails from shovel tests at site 1SH715 (actual size).  
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 Fifteen prehistoric flakes, a Late Woodland-Mississippian Madison point (AD 500-1550), 

a groundstone axe or celt fragment, a ground piece of sandstone, two pieces of chert, and one 

sand-tempered pottery sherd from the Woodland period (100 BC-AD 1150) were recovered from 

eight shovel tests at this site (Figure 34; Table 5). Identified lithic raw materials include white 

and yellow quartz, Bangor chert, Fort Payne chert, Coastal Plain chert, and Citronelle gravel. 

 Eight of the 11 shovel tests contained historic-period artifacts (Table 5). A few of the 

historic artifacts including one salt-glazed stoneware sherd, one piece of olive green bottle glass,  

and seven square cut nails could well date to the antebellum period or post-Civil War era (Figure 

35; Table 5). One small piece of porcelain may be from the base of a cup from a child’s toy tea 

set. Other nondiagnostic artifacts such as clear and aqua bottle glass cannot be clearly dated. The 

presence of square cut nails may represent slave quarters, wooden shacks or cabins held together 

with nails. It has been well document both historically and archaeologically that slave quarters 

tended to be small wooden buildings located a significant distance away from the family 

plantation home (i.e., Vlach 1993).  

 These shovel tests at 1SH715 were done in the last few hours of our second day of 

fieldwork and unfortunately we were unable to expand the shovel test survey into the woods to 

the west and southwest to determine the extent of the site. It is recommended that additional 

shovel testing at 10.0-meter intervals be completed to determine site limits. Any additional 

historic-period artifacts may help to confirm that this location was slave quarters. Additional 

prehistoric artifacts may further define the prehistoric time frame and nature of occupations.  

 The presence of one pottery sherd at 1SH715 is significant since none were found at the 

large prehistoric site, 1SH716, located about 60.0 meters (200.0 feet) to the northeast and across 

Shoal Creek. Additionally most of the other known prehistoric sites to the north along Shoal 

Creek and its tributaries are mostly lithic scatter, without pottery. A Late Woodland-

Mississippian Madison point (AD 500-1550) was found at one of these sites, 1SH570, the largest 

site documented.  

 Based on this Phase Ib survey, site 1SH715 is considered potentially eligible for 

nomination for inclusion to the NRHP based on Criterion D; the site has yielded and has the 

potential to yield information important to prehistory and history. It is recommended that this site be 

avoided by any construction for development of Shoal Creek Park. If avoidance is not an option, 

Phase II archaeological testing is recommended to determine NRHP status. 
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Site 1SH716 (Shoal Creek Site #1) 

 This large site was identified in shovel tests in a pasture and in a large bare area where 

ananimal barn was demolished in 2016 (see Figure 16). The site is on relatively broad and high 

terrace south of Shoal Creek, about 100.0 feet (30.5 meters) north-northwest of the ca. 1834 

house (Figure 36). The site measures about 70.0 by 70.0 meters (230.0 by 230.0 feet) and covers 

the entire terrace. The bare area in the northwest edge of the site is about 15.0 by 15.0 meters 

(50.0 by 50.0 feet) with 100 percent visibility (Figure 37).  OAR excavated about seven shovel 

tests at 30.0-meter intervals in this vicinity, but no artifacts were recovered (Thompson 2015: 

Figure 2). 

 
Figure 36. View to the west‐northwest of the terrace at site 1SH716. 
 

 
Figure 37. View to the west of the bare area on the northwest edge of site 1SH716 where an 
animal barn once stood.  
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 Thirty-one shovel tests were excavated in five east-west transects in the pasture on the 

terrace (Figures 38 and 39). In general, soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH716 consisted of a 

humus layer of dark brown sandy clay loam (10YR 3/3) overlying strong brown sandy clay loam 

topsoil (7.5YR 4/6), followed by yellowish brown sandy clay loam subsoil (10YR 5/6) (Figure 

40; Table 6).   

 
Figure 38. Shovel testing the pasture on the terrace at site 1SH716.  

 

 
Figure 39. Montevallo Mayor Hollie Cost and University of Montevallo History Professor Jim Day 
shovel testing the pasture on the terrace at site 1SH716.  
 

 
Figure 40. Shovel Test 37 excavated at site 1SH716.  
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Table 7. Representative sample of soil stratigraphy in shovel tests at 1SH716.  
Shovel 

Test 
Depth (cm)  Description 

35  0‐8 
8‐30 
30‐40+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric artifacts 

37  0‐2 
2‐10 
10‐40+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric artifacts 

43  0‐8 
8‐20 
20‐40+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric artifacts 

45  0‐8 
8‐24 
24‐32+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric and historic artifacts 

48  0‐5 
5‐10 
10‐20+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric artifacts 

54  0‐5 
5‐17 
17‐34+ 

10YR 3/3, dark brown humus layer of sandy clay loam
7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown sandy clay loam topsoil 
10YR 5/6, very dark brown sandy clay loam subsoil                     
Prehistoric and historic artifacts 

 
 
Table 8. Prehistoric artifacts from surface collections and shovel tests (ST) at 1SH716.  

S 
Provenience  Description

t. 
W

t. (g) 
Surface in bare 

area, former barn 
Base of a stemmed point, light gray chert
Flake, white quartz 
Flakes, pink quartz 
Flakes, yellow quartz 
Flakes, white chert 
Flakes, gray chert 
Flake, pink chert 
Chunk/shatter, pink chert 
Chunk/shatter gray chert 
Chunk/shatter, gray chert 
Cobble, white quartz 

3
.19

2
.69

2
.38

7
.20

1
.24

1
0.28

3
.00

8
.67

7
.50

2



66 
 

7.30
8

8.2 
Surface in bare 

area, former pump house 
Flake, yellow quartz
Flake white chert 
Flake, reddish chert 

1
.96

0
.98

2
.92 

ST 30  Flake, white quartz 0
.45 

6 
ST 34  Flakes, white quartz

Flakes, pink quartz 
Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake, sandstone 
Chunk/shatter, low quality chert 

4
.62

0
.46

0
.41

0
.45

4
.95

2
.80 

St 35  Flake, white quartz
Flake, sandstone 

0
.31

4
.33 

ST 36  Flakes, white quartz
Flakes, pink quartz 
Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake, gray‐white chert 

0
.48

1
.02

0
.13

0
.30

0
.37 

ST 37  Flake, yellow quartz 2
.08 

ST 38  Flake, yellow quartz
Flake, Fort Payne chert 

1
.08

3
.17 

0 
ST 40  Flake, Coastal Plain chert 0

.74 

1 
ST 41  Flake, white quartz

Flake, pink chert 
Flake, Agate 

1
.15

1
.00

1
.00 

ST 42  Flakes, white quartz 0
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2  Flake, pink quartz
Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, pink chert 

.78
0

.87
0

.52
0

.72 

3 
ST 43  Flakes, white quartz

Flakes, yellow quartz 
Flake, yellow, red, tan chert 
Flake light gray chert 
Flake, gray and dark gray chert 

5
.02

1
.40

0
.24

0
.58

8
.58 

4 
ST 44  Base of stemmed projectile point/knife, yellow 

quartz 
Flake, white chert 
Quartz crystal 

5
.92

0
.28

2
.32 

5 
ST 45  Flakes, white quartz

Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, yellow, red chert 
Flake light gray chert 
Chunk/shatter, white quartz 

0
.44

0
.20

0
.58

0
.24

1
.61 

6 
ST 47  Flake, white quartz 3

.61 

7 
ST 48  Flake, brown chert

Flake, red chert 
0

.13
0

.09 

8 
ST 49  Flake, white quartz

Flake, pink quartz 
0

.22
0

.43 

9 
ST 50  Biface midsection, pink quartz

Flake, white quartz 
Flake, pink quartz 
Flakes, yellow quartz 
Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake, Fort Payne chert 
Flake, Coastal Plain chert 
Flake, red and white chert 
Chunk/shatter, white quartz 

2
.93

0
.32

0
.68

0
.92

0
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Chunk/shatter, agate
Unidentified rock, possibly ground 

.30
0

.22
0

.81
1

.32
1

.52
1

.38
3

5.85 

0 
ST 51  Flake, white quartz

Flake, pink quartz 
Flake, Tallahatta sandstone 
Flake, Fort Payne chert 
Flake, pink and white chert 
Chunk/shatter, off‐white chert 
Chunk/shatter, pink quartz 

0
.65

0
.43

0
.42

0
.38

0
.74

1
.15

2
.30 

1 
ST 53   Flake, yellow quart

Flake, dark gray chert 
Flake, pinkish chert 

0
.18

0
.40

0
.39 

2 
ST 54  Flake, white quartz

Flake, pink quartz 
Flake, yellow quartz 
Flake, tan chert 
Flake, Gray chert 
Flake, pinkish‐tan chert 

0
.21

0
.30

1
.04

1
.30

0
.25

2
.78 

3 
ST 55  Flake, pink quartz

Flake, pink gravel 
0

.13
1

.62 

4 
ST 56  Flakes, white quartz

Flake, pink quartz 
Flake, yellow quartz 

0
.55

0



69 
 

Flake, dark red chert
Flakes, white and gray chert 

.90
0

.47
0

.15
0

.35 

5 
ST 57  Biface fragment, gray and white chert

Flakes, Bangor chert 
Flake, Fort Payne chert 
Chunk/shatter, white quartz 

4
.22

0
.30

0
.57

1
.74 

6 
ST 58  Flakes, white quartz

Flake, pink quartz 
Flakes, yellow quartz 
Flake, Bangor chert 
Flake white and light gray chert 
Flake pinkish chert 
Flakes, light and medium gray chert 

1
.78

0
.98

0
.90

0
.72

0
.13

0
.33

7
.78 
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Figure 41. Positive and negative shovel tests at site 1SH716.  
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Figure 42. Prehistoric worked stone from surface collections and shovel tests at site 1SH716: (a) 
pink quartz biface midsection; (b) base of a stemmed projectile point/knife of yellow quartz: (c) 
base of a stemmed point made from a light gray chert (actual size). 
  
 

 Four chipped stone tool fragments, 106 prehistoric flakes, and eight pieces of chert were 

recovered from 23 shovel tests at this site (Figure 41; Table 7). The tools included a pink quartz 

biface midsection, two bases of a stemmed projectile point/knife of yellow quartz, and a white 

and gray chert biface fragment (Figure 42). The number of flakes per shovel test ranged from 1 

to 14. Identified lithic raw materials include white, pink, and yellow quartz, Bangor chert, Fort 

Payne chert, Coastal Plain chert, and Tallahatta sandstone. A small number of historic artifacts 

relating to Perry Hall-Mahler Farm were found in a few shovel tests.  

  Based on this Phase Ib survey, the prehistoric component at 1SH716 is considered 

potentially eligible for nomination for inclusion to the NRHP based on Criterion D; the site has 

yielded and has the potential to yield information important to prehistory. It is recommended that 

this site be avoided by any construction for development of Shoal Creek Park.  If avoidance is not 

an option, Phase II archaeological testing is recommended to determine NRHP status.  

 

Lithic Scatter 

 Four flakes were found in the small bare area, less than 15.0 by 15.0 meters (49.0 by 49.0 

feet), with 100 percent ground surface visibility where an equipment shed was demolished in 

2016 (see Figure 16). This location is on a narrow finger-like terrace within a meander of Shoal 

Creek, about 450.0 feet (137.0 meters) northwest of the ca. 1834 house.  
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 Due to time constraints, shovel testing could not be completed around this bare area to 

determine if this lithic scatter is part of 1SH716, the large site about 40.0 meters (130.0 feet) to 

the southeast, or is a separate site. OAR excavated seven shovel tests at 30.0-meter intervals in 

this vicinity, but no artifacts were recovered (Thompson 2015: Figure 2). It is recommended that 

shovel testing at 10.0-meter intervals be conducted on the narrow terrace surrounded by Shoal 

Creek to determine the presence or absence of prehistoric artifacts. If additional artifacts are 

found, this location should either be added to site 1SH716 or given a new site number.  
 

 
Figure 43. Survey crew inspecting the exposed bare area for artifacts at the former location of 
an equipment shed where four flakes were collected from the surface.   
 

Collections Curation 

 Artifacts, maps, field notes, photographs, and other records of this Phase Ib 

archaeological research of the Mahler property are curated at the University of South Alabama’s 

Center for Archaeological Studies, in accordance with state and federal rules and regulations for 

curation.  

 

Phase Ib Shovel Test Survey Interpretations and Recommendations  

 In summary, three new archaeological sites, 1SH714, 1SH715, and 1SH716, were 

identified and recorded during this Phase Ib archaeological research on the Mahler property. 

Four flakes were found on the bare surface where an equipment shed once stood, but due to time 

constraints, shovel testing was not done in this vicinity to determine if this lithic scatter is part of 



73 
 

1SH716 or a separate site.  Each of the three sites is considered potentially eligible for 

nomination for inclusion to the NRHP based on Criterion D; the site has yielded and has the 

potential to yield information important to prehistory and/or history. It is recommended that the sites 

be avoided by any construction for development of Shoal Creek Park. If avoidance is not an option, 

Phase II archaeological testing is recommended to determine NRHP status at each site.  

The ca. 1834 house first known as Perry Hall and later Mahler Farm still stands along 

Montevallo Road. Although the house was extensively renovated after the Mahlers bought the 

farm in 1946, the house could still be potentially eligible for nomination for the NRHP. No 

structures over 50 years of age stand in the three locations shovel tested during this Phase Ib 

archaeological research project.  

These recommendations should be considered provisional until accepted or modified by 

the Alabama Historical Commission or other relevant oversight agencies. If any significant 

prehistoric or historic remains are encountered during any phase of construction activity, those 

offices should be contacted immediately. The client should provide the appropriate local, state, 

and federal agencies with copies of this report, if required for permit applications.   

 

 
____________________________ 
Gregory A. Waselkov, PhD, Principal Investigator 
Director, Center for Archaeological Studies 
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Appendix A: 
Alabama State Site File Forms for Sites 1SH714, 1SH715, and 1SH716 
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