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Montevallo City Council Work Session 
January 28, 2019 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall 

 
 

Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Matt Walker, Council Member 
Willie Goldsmith, Council Member Jason Peterson, and Council Member Tiffany Bunt were in 
attendance.  

 
Mayor Cost called the Work Session to order at 5:30 p.m. She then introduced one of her new interns, 
Brook Lee. She said they will be assisting with technology during upcoming council meetings.  
 
The Mayor noted that despite weather concerns, unless the situation changes, City Hall will be open 
tomorrow.  She said that Mr. Hamby will be out early in the morning checking all of our city roads and 
bridges. He will let us know if there are any concerns at that time. She said Mr. Hamby always does a 
great job for us and she deeply appreciates his efforts. 
 
The Mayor also reminded the Council that Thursday is Katie Howard’s last day with the city. She is 
heading off to graduate school in Australia. The Mayor wished her well and thanked her for her service to 
Montevallo. She also invited the Council to attend a going away party for Ms. Howard at El Agave 
Wednesday night at 5:00 p.m.   
 
Chief Littleton presented the Police Department report:  
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Bill Reid presented the Fire Department report, including the following report from E911 which details 
call activity last year: 
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The Chief explained the report also includes a comparison of totals for the past 6 years. Call volume went 
up year to year, but actually decreased from 60-38 this past year. That is good news.  As far as the bad 
weather is concerned, the Chief said they are prepared for whatever happens.  
 
Mayor Cost urged anyone that needs shelter as a result of cold weather or snow to contact our Police 
Department.  We have emergency shelter plans in place if needed.   
 
Kirk Hamby, Director of Public Works, said they have sand stored inside the shop and ready to go. If there 
are any issues, he said he doesn’t expect anything until Wednesday, when there could be a refreeze that 
morning.   
 
Council Member Nix said he talked to Herschel Hale and informed the Council that we would not be able 
to hold an Arbor Day celebration this year due to a problem with our annual tree order.  Unfortunately, 
there are not more trees available. 
 
Council Member Nix noted there is a request from the Shoal Creek Park Foundation on the agenda to 
name the connector trail at the park after Ms. Mahler as the “Betty Mahler Loop Trail.”    
 
He also reminded everyone of Soup & Bingo at the Senior Center on February 9th at 11:00 a.m.  
 
Council Member Bunt presented the following report:  

Education and Arts 

1. Montevallo Day of Pageants, Saturday, Feb. 2 

2. University Board of Trustees meeting will be held at 1:45 p.m. on Friday, 

Feb. 8. It is open to the public.  

3. UM Centennial College Night Parade, Friday, Feb. 8 at 3:30 p.m. Shelby St. 

to N. Boundary, ending at Main Hall.  

4. College Night will be held Feb. 6-9. Tickets are sold out for Saturday night. 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday night tickets are still available. Comer 

streaming tickets for Saturday are also still available. 

5. MES is participating in Operation School Bell on Wed. Feb. 13 

6. American Village Festival of Tulips will be starting in mid-February. If you 

would like to book a group visit, call 665-3535 

7.   Montevallo Arts Council is taking applications for Arts Fest in Orr Park on 

April 20. See their Facebook page for more info. 

 
Mayor Cost presented the Montevallo Junior City Council report on behalf of Ms. Heuton: 
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Council Member Walked reminded everyone that the Finance Committee will meet Wednesday at 4:30 
p.m., providing the weather cooperates. He also informed everyone there is a special called meeting of the 
Historic Preservation Commission at City Hall tomorrow night – again, depending on the weather.   
 
Steve Gilbert, Director of the Montevallo Chamber of Commerce, reminded everyone that Dr. Craft will 
present a report on the economic impact UM has on our community at 8:45 a.m. On February 20th at the 
monthly luncheon, Dr. Melon will present the results of the survey regarding the proposed merger with 
the Greater Shelby Chamber.  He also mentioned that the Chamber is assisting with UM’s College Night 
Parade and window completion.  
 
Revenue Officer, Debby Raymond, informed everyone that C’s Coffee Shop is open and doing well. They 
were extremely pleased with their soft opening.  
 
Mayor Cost then reviewed the remainder of the Agenda items.  
 

Montevallo Main Street Players will make a presentation to Shelby Emergency Assistance. 

As Council Member Nix mentioned earlier, the Shoal Creek Park Foundation has recommended that the 

trail which connects the two new bridges at SCP be named the “Betty Mahler Loop Trail.” We will use 

existing trail funds to pay for the trail as directed in Ms. Mahler’s will.  

The abatement requests will be discussed during the Public Hearing.  

Wayfinding - City Park Destination Signs (Authorize MDCD to move forward with installation) – The City 

Clerk presented the proposed destination signs. He said the final design will be determined later. Right 

now, we need council approval for the expenditure. This will be paid by the MDCD.  

Perry Hall (Mahler House) MOA – Mayor Cost asked the Finance Committee to review the new proposal 

from the Historic Preservation Commission and to recommend and changes to the draft MOU approved 

by the Council.  

Adoption of Strategic Plan -  

Steve Gilbert informed the Council that the Steering Committee recommended edits to the plan and they 

are included in the draft presented to the Council. (See attached).   

The City Clerk explained that this plan is the first step in a broader planning process. Next, we will work 

on our Comp Plan. After that, we will update our Zoning Regulations.  

Mr. Gilbert explained that once the Council approves the plan, we will get high quality versions printed.  

Victory Property Update – Mayor Cost updated the Council on the status of the Victory offer. The owner 

has accepted our counter offer at $375,000 with a due diligence period for the environmental survey.  We 

are waiting on the results of those surveys.   

 
Board Appointments: 
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Park & Recreation – Anna Nix  - Mayor Cost said Ms. Nix has been recommended to serve on the Park 

Board. Council Member Nix said the recommendation came from the Park Board.   

Under Other Business, at the recommendation of our planners, Mayor Cost suggested that the City Clerk,  
Mr. Lehman, and Main Street Director, Ms. Bennett, be appointed to the Design Review Committee. She  
explained that the board has had problems with achieving a quorum. This will help to improve the  
likelihood of there being a quorum at the meetings.   
 
 
Montevallo City Council Meeting 
January 28, 2019 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall 
 
Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Matt Walker, Council Member 
Willie Goldsmith, Council Member Jason Peterson, and Council Member Tiffany Bunt were in 
attendance.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Hearing: 
 
Mayor Cost opened the hearing at 6:02 p.m. 
 
The Council was presented recommendations from the Code Enforcement Officer.  
 
235 Wilson Drive – Abatement of Weeds & Grass 
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The City Clerk explained that the Code Enforcement Officer said this property has been cleared by the 
owner and that no action is necessary.  
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98 Western Drive - Abatement of Weeds, Grass, Trash & Inoperable Vehicles 
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According to the Code Enforcement Officer’s written report, no action has been taken on this property. 
No one was at the hearing to speak regarding this property.  
 
Mayor Cost closed the Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m. 
Meeting Call to Order – The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
 
Approval and/or corrections of the minutes – 1/14/19  - Council Member Goldsmith made a motion 
to approve the Minutes from January 14, 2019 as corrected. Council Member Bunt seconded. Council 
Member Walker abstained. ALL OTHERS VOTED AYE . . . MOTION APPROVED.  
 
Recognitions / Awards: 
 
Mayor Cost invited Jake Beaty to make the Main Street Players’ presentation to Karen Pendleton with 
SEA.  Mr. Beaty presented her with a donation of $1,500, raised from ticket sales at their performances.  
He noted their next performances are May 2-5.  
 
Opportunities for citizens to speak to the Council: 
 
Eddie Staffney addressed the Council and complained about the wat he was treated during a traffic stop 
on January 5th.   
 
Mayor Cost said she would like to discuss his complaint in more detail after the meeting. She said our 
Chief will investigate his complaint and will address the issue as appropriate.   
  
Committee Reports and Consideration of Bills: 
 

Public Health & Safety (Police, Fire, Code Enforcement, Housing Abatement)–  Discussed earlier.  
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Mayor Cost invited Matt Griffen, the City’s Fire Marshal, to present his report:  

 

 
He noted “no response calls” are noted included ion the report. However, he said those numbers are also 

down from previous years.  

 

Mayor Cost said that is good news because we want that number to be low – we always want to respond 

to a call. The Fire Marshal explained that Rescue One has helped to keep that number low and expects it 

will be even lower next year.  

 

Sustainability (Streets & Sanitation, Recycling, Arbor & Beautification, ValloCycle, Environmental 

Preservation Initiatives) – Discussed earlier. 

 

Recreation, Preservation and Community Development (Parks & Recreation, Golf Course, Youth 

Athletics, Trails, Planning & Zoning, Annexations,) – Discussed earlier.   

 

Education, Arts & Outreach (Schools, UM, Boys & Girls Club, Library, American Village, Sister City 

Commission, Artwalk) – Discussed earlier. 

 

Finance, Economic Development & Tourism (Finance, MDCD, IDB, Chamber, Historical Commission, 

Main Street) – Discussed earlier. 
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Council Member Walker made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented. Council Member 

Nix seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 

Consent Agenda: NONE 
 
New Business: 
 

Montevallo Main Street Players’ Presentation to Shelby Emergency Assistance – Discussed earlier.  

Shoal Creek Park Foundation Recommendation Regarding the “Betty Mahler Loop Trail” – As discussed 

earlier, Council Member Peterson made a motion to approve naming the trail after Ms. Mahler as the 

“Betty Mahler Loop Trail.” Council Member Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  

 
235 Wilson Drive – Abatement of Weeds & Grass – As discussed before, the Code Enforcement Officer 
said this property has been cleared by the owner and that no action is necessary.  
 

 
98 Western Drive - Abatement of Weeds, Grass, Trash & Inoperable Vehicles - As discussed earlier, 

Council Member Goldsmith made a motion to approve the abatement of the weeds and removal of the 

vehicles at 98 Western Drive. Council Member Nix seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED. 

 
Old Business: 
 

Wayfinding - City Park Destination Signs (Authorize MDCD to move forward with installation) – Council 

Member Peterson made a motion to authorize the MDCD to proceed with the signs as described, using 

funds from their budget, with the final version of the deign to be subsequently approved by the Council. 

Council Member Bunt seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.     

Perry Hall (Mahler House) MOA – As discussed earlier, this was referred to the Finance Committee for 

discussion and recommendation back to the Council. 

Adoption of Strategic Plan – The Council received the plan at the meeting and the vote was delayed until 

the next meeting.  

Victory Property Update – As discussed earlier, we are waiting on the results of the environmental 

surveys.  

Board Appointments: 
 

Park & Recreation – Anna Nix  - Council Member Nix noted that Anna served as an intern with the UM 

softball team and volunteers for numerous Park Board events. Council Member Nix abstained. ALL 

OTHERS VOTED AYE . . . MOTION APPROVED.   
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Other Business: 
Council discussed the request to nominate the City Clerk and Main Street Director to the Design Review 
Committee.  Council Member Bunt made a motion to approve the appointments, but suggested the 
Council consider in the future expanding the committee to include 7 members.  Council Member Nix 
seconded. ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.  
 
Citizen Participation: 
 
Lee Waites informed the Council that several of the crossing signals along Main Street appear to be  
malfunctioning. Mayor Cost said we will look into that.   
 
Steve Gilbert volunteered to serve on the Design Review Committee, if needed.  
 
There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Nix made a motion to adjourn. 

Council Member Walker seconded. ALL AYES . . . MEETING ADJOURNED at 6:29 p.m. 

Submitted by: 

 
Herman Lehman  
City Clerk 


